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OLD GPO MAIL EXCHANGE, CORNER OF PIER AND ABERDEEN STREETS, NORTHBRIDGE 
Grievance 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [9.28 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Housing and Works and concerns a 
sustainable public housing issue.  This morning, as I walked into Parliament, I stopped en route at the old GPO 
mail exchange on the corner of Pier and Aberdeen Streets.  A decade ago in 1995, when I was first elected as a 
councillor to the Town of Vincent, it was a derelict building.  The post office had moved out and the building 
became a blight and a blot on the landscape.  It was a huge and impressive - impressive in bulk and scale - 
building.  Being a commonwealth asset, it just lay there deteriorating after much of the postal work went to the 
airport.  It has now been taken over by the Hatch company.  Rather than tearing the building down, and putting 
up big tilt-up concrete walls and using every square centimetre of space to jam in more workstations, the 
company has retained the original 1960s building, and enhanced, added to, refurbished and reused it.  I use this 
building as an example.  While I was sitting downstairs drinking a mocha, it occurred to me that there was a real 
cost saving to the Western Australian community in recycling the building rather than tearing it down, creating 
landfill and waste and using energy, water and other resources to mix Western Australian and Victorian cement 
with Thai chemicals to make concrete.  We are making good use of an asset.  My mind drifted towards public 
housing, because the minister’s responsibilities for that area chew up about a third of Western Australia’s 
budget.  The minister is a very big spender, which is excellent and to be encouraged.  The leading role of the 
Department of Housing and Works in the economy of Western Australia means that it is very important that it 
show leadership in recycling materials and creating sustainable buildings. 

In Western Australia, a number of boutique architects and others concerned with the environment are using 
sustainable housing principles.  A number of my constituents have solar panels and other renewable energy 
sources, and are not only producing their own electricity on a 600 square metre block, but also putting excess 
energy back into the grid.  We need to apply those principles to a larger scale of buildings in Western Australia.  
It is very important that the Gallop government and the Department of Housing and Works show some 
leadership in this area.  Advances in renewable energy and recycling technology mean that it is becoming more 
economical, and at a certain level the opportunity costs mean that we would be crazy not to do this. 

As I was cycling through my electorate from home to Parliament this morning, I mused on the fact that, even 
under the gerrymander in Western Australia, 30 or 40 years ago the area covered by my electorate of Perth today 
was covered by six state seats - Perth, East Perth, Leederville, Wembley, Mt Lawley and North Perth.  The 
population was much more concentrated in the inner city, and it was sustainable.  My uncle, Archie Campbell, 
who fought with the 2nd/2nd Battalion in Timor and played football for East Perth, was one of nine children living 
in a house in Parry Street.  We must plan for the more efficient use of inner-city land that is close to transport, 
hospitals, multicultural services and government services, such as the free central area transit service and other 
value-adding projects of the government and the private sector.  As I pointed out in a previous grievance about 
living bus shelters, we must make sure that instead of retaining vast expanses of tarmac, we plant more trees.  
The Minister for Local Government and Regional Development’s department has satellites over every square 
inch of this state and knows when a leaf is falling off a tree in someone’s backyard.  The minister should be able 
to look at those satellite images and see that the state is becoming greener.  Heat sinks and other issues created in 
a vast metropolis such as Perth must be countered with natural additions.  

I hark back to the Hatch building because not only is it recycled and its design, position in the streetscape and 
creation of a sense of space in the inner city a good environmental outcome, but also it is a tremendous addition 
to the area.  It is partly lit in blue most nights and has a very beautiful design.  It is a piece of art in itself and 
enhances the streetscape on many levels.  It is very important that the government, through the Department of 
Housing and Works, use the vast landholdings and buildings that it still owns in my electorate to their maximum 
potential.  

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Housing and Works) [9.36 am]:  I thank the member for Perth 
for bringing these issues about sustainability and accessibility of public housing in central Perth to the attention 
of the Parliament.  The member talked about the way in which he gets to Parliament in the morning, which 
should be recognised and commended.  He cycles or he walks, and I have heard that occasionally he skateboards.  
That approach should be commended, because the member for Perth is living according to the principles of 
sustainability.  He is living with a commitment to sustainability.  The member for Perth lives in Perth, and he 
walks to work.  He is the embodiment of what the government is trying to achieve in reducing our reliance on 
energy, taking control of our own lives and keeping ourselves fit into the bargain.   

The member highlighted a number of projects he has seen being developed around Perth, one of which was in 
Pier Street.  It has been highlighted in the media, and the member has consulted me at length about the issue of 
public housing in the city.  I brought to his attention two developments that the Department of Housing and 
Works is planning in Pier Street.  One building is valued at $17 million and the other at $22 million.  The aim is 
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to house between 60 and 80 residents in central Perth.  Both buildings will be very firmly based on the principles 
of sustainability.  I will give the member some examples of the principles that will be embodied in the buildings.  
As the member has seen in the designs so far, the buildings will be based on the principles of good architectural 
design.  They will be on the leading edge of the design for apartments in Perth, which is unusual for public 
housing.  Construction and design of the buildings will give attention to the recycling of grey water and 
stormwater.  There will be provision for photovoltaic electric power.  We hope that the electricity for one of the 
buildings will be generated entirely by photovoltaic cells.  Solar water heating will be incorporated in both 
buildings.  Passive solar principles will be incorporated in the design of the buildings through the direction they 
face, and the buildings will use flow-through ventilation.  The embodied energy in the buildings will also be 
calculated for the purposes of determining their greenhouse footprint; that is, we will consider not only the 
energy the buildings will use, but also the energy used to construct the buildings and to manufacture the 
materials used in their construction.  This gives a lifecycle view of both buildings and their greenhouse impact.  
This model can then be applied to any other building in Western Australia, public or private.  It will be a good 
example of how much greenhouse gas is contributed by the construction of a building that, in this case, will 
house 60 to 80 people.  The design, the principles of sustainability that will be embodied in the building and the 
model that it will create for the building industry in Western Australia, and hopefully Australia, will be cutting 
edge.  It is certainly different from the usual model for the construction of public housing in Western Australia. 

Another example of how the Department of Housing and Works is taking a leading role in its commitment to 
sustainability and in evaluating the principles of sustainability is the construction of the Broome Filter House.  I 
am not sure whether the member for Perth is aware of that building.  The Broome Filter House is being 
examined by companies all around the world because of its amazing design.  The brief that was given to the 
architects by the Department of Housing and Works was to design a modest and affordable sustainable house 
suitable for the climate of Broome and the north west of Western Australia.  The architects came back with an 
amazing open-plan design incorporating reusable materials such as steel and wood and embodying the principles 
of low energy use.  That design is on the high side of affordability for the Department of Housing and Works to 
be able to replicate it across the north west of Western Australia.  Nevertheless, we have learnt valuable lessons 
from the sustainability principles that have been built into this building, and we will be able to incorporate those 
principles into other public housing developments across the north west of Western Australia.   

Mr J.N. Hyde:  The new gym at Mt Lawley Senior High School is amazing.  It has flow-through ventilation and 
passive solar design.  I was in that gym when it was 41 degrees outside, and it was as cool as anything could be.  
That level of public building is a giant leap forward. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  It is.  I congratulate the member for Perth for bringing these issues to the attention of the 
Parliament.  These issues are not often debated in this house.  Given the fact that these issues deal with the way 
in which we live, they need to be debated regularly and publicly. 
 


